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June 11, 2018 

 

 

 

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians: 

 

As the end of the school year approaches and you begin to make plans for the summer, I would 

like to take this opportunity to talk about summer reading.  Part of a great summer can be the 

extra time students have to read literature they find enjoyable. We know the more students read, 

the more they learn, the better they write, and the more knowledge they have to share during the 

school year.  

 

In an article titled “Slowing the Summer Slide” (January 2012), the Association for Supervision and 

Curriculum Development noted that “elementary students’ performance falls by about a month 

during the summer…Most disturbing, it appears that summer learning loss is cumulative.” This 

means that students who do not spend time reading and thinking in the summer can return to 

school having lost skills developed during the previous year. Over time, the amount of information 

lost increases. To prevent this summer slide, students who attend Ewing High School are 

challenged to read, write, and think each summer.  

 

On the back of this letter you will find a list of fiction and nonfiction books recommended by the 

Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA), a division of the American Library Association 

(ALA). We highly recommend that you set aside time each day to read, and we hope you will 

support us as we promote the value and pleasures of reading. 

 

 

  

Sincerely, 

Kelly KawalekKelly KawalekKelly KawalekKelly Kawalek    
Kelly Kawalek 

District Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction for  

English Language Arts and English Language Learners 
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Young Adult Library Services Association  

from 2018 Best Fiction for Young Adults and 

2018 Great Graphic Novels for Teens 
 

The Closest I’ve Come by Fred Aceves 
It's hard for Marcos to be in his neighborhood, but being at school isn’t 

much better. When a teacher recommends him for a program for 

struggling students, he begins to realize there may be options outside 

Maestra. Marcos’ coming-of-age transforms him into a different son, 

classmate, and friend. 

 

Midnight at the Electric by Jodi Lynn Anderson 
Just before Adri leaves Earth to become one of the first human 

inhabitants of Mars, she finds a journal and a series of letters that spark 

her curiosity about her past. Told across multiple generations, this 

artful novel explores the moments that define our lives and connect us. 

 

* Brave by Svetlana Chmakova  
Jensen, a daydreaming artist obsessed with sunspots and NASA, 

navigates middle school, bullies and math! 

 

* I Hear the Sunspot by Yuki Fumino 
Taichi is a starving, happy-go-lucky college student who can’t hold 

down a job. Kohei is a loner who uses his hearing disability to keep 

people at a distance. When the two of them unexpectedly cross paths, 

they form an unlikely but inseparable bond.  

 

Refugee by Alan Gratz 
Josef (a Jewish boy in 1939), Isabel (a Cuban in 1994), and Mahmoud 

(a Syrian in 2015) flee their homes seeking safety. Readers will come 

to care deeply for each protagonist, recognizing the similarities in each 

of these different political periods and the universal face of courage. 

 

* Alexander Hamilton: The Graphic History of an 

American Founding Father by Jonathan Hennessey 
Explore the life and times of Alexander Hamilton, from his rise out of 

poverty to the heights of his career in post-Revolutionary War politics, 

and his scandal-ridden fall from grace. 

 

Sparrow by Sarah Moon 
Sparrow has a secret: her closest friends are birds. When she feels 

anxious, she goes to the roof and flies. One day, this practice lands her 

in the hospital, facing questions from the adults in her life. Slowly, she 

recovers, finds her voice, and makes new friends along the way. 

 

Dear Martin by Nic Stone 
After personally experiencing racism and police brutality, Justyce 

McAllister turns to the writings of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Through 

letters to Dr. King, the teen works through his frustration in an attempt 

to come to terms with the harsh realities faced by young black men in 

America today. 

 

American Street by Ibi Zoboi 
Fabiola Toussaint, an American-born citizen raised in Haiti, tries to 

immigrate back to the United States from Haiti with her mother to live 

with her Aunt Jo and three cousins in Detroit. When her mother is 

detained at the airport, Fabiola must learn how to adapt to American 

living. 

Young Adult Library Services Association  

from 2018 Best Nonfiction  

for Young Adults 
 

Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers  

by Deborah Heiligman  
The bond between brothers was never stronger. Drawing on 

their lifelong correspondence, Heiligman plumbs their journey 

from an ascetic upbringing in a Protestant parsonage to the 

auction houses of Europe as Theo develops business acumen, 

all the while supporting volatile Vincent’s groundbreaking 

artistic endeavors both materially and emotionally. Their 

devotion to each other was so profound that there could have 

been no Vincent van Gogh without Theo.  

 

#NotYourPrincess: Voices of Native American 

Women edited by Mary Beth Leatherdale and 

Lisa Charleyboy 
The editors present a stereotype-busting collection of personal 

essays, illustrations, and photos from and about the 

marginalized experiences of indigenous young women. This 

energetic showcase of contemporary lives demonstrates the 

strength and vitality of living heritages through a rich, visually 

stunning riot of art and memoir. 

 

Eyes of the World: Robert Capa, Gerda Taro, and 

the Invention of Modern Photojournalism  

by Marc Aronson and Marina Budhos 
Meet Robert Capo and Gerda Taro, young refugees and fearless 

pioneers of photojournalism, who documented the savagery of 

the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s. In capturing a struggle 

against fascism that presaged World War II, their body of work 

reflects the evolution of photography as a journalistic medium.  

 

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and 

the Crime That Changed Their Lives  

by Dashka Slater 
In the news: an agender teen falls asleep on an Oakland city 

bus. A black teen sets their skirt on fire. Two young lives, 

forever entwined because of proximity in a moment, eventually 

spark a community’s shift towards restorative justice. 

 

How Dare the Sun Rise: Memoirs of a War Child 

by Sandra Uwiringiyimana 
After a heart-pounding cliff-hanger opening, Uwiringiyimana 

goes back in time to revisit her childhood in Uvira, a city in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo. Although occasionally 

interrupted by bouts of war and subsequent migration, her 

childhood was rich and fulfilling. However, everything changed 

during a stay at a refugee camp. The camp at Gatumba was 

attacked by the Forces for National Liberation, a militant rebel 

group-a deadly event that would forever alter Uwiringiyimana 

and her family. The resulting narrative is a powerful look at the 

family's move to the United States, the challenges of adjusting 

to a different culture, Uwiringiyimana's painful recognition of 

her trauma from the massacre, and, finally, the healing she 

experienced as she took ownership of her emotional needs. 

 


